
MARCH IS WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH!

March is Women's History Month, a time to honor those who have
shattered glass ceilings and reflect on how we can continue driving
their work today. To join us in celebrating the leadership and
accomplishments of women in the mentoring movement and elevating
the diverse voices and experiences of young women and girls from
across the country, go to: www.mentoring.org/whm

During #WomensHistoryMonth, we remember trailblazers so that
future generations can learn, explore & lead. We honor their work
today by providing all young people equitable access to opportunities
& support.

Dates to Remember
International Women's Day, March 8
AmeriCorps Week, March 12 - 18

https://kanserve.org
http://www.mentoring.org/whm
http://kanserve.org


KANSAS VOLUNTEER COMMISSION MONTHLY
WEBINAR SERIES





2023 Webinar Series
The Kansas Volunteer Commission announces monthly mentoring,
volunteerism, and civic engagement webinars. There is no cost to
attend, and webinars will be recorded and posted at
https://kanserve.org.

MENTORING WEBINAR SERIES
1st Thursday of every month from 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Register at: https://ksde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrf-
qsrzovGtXz8lr0emGLjj_DG_CT13yJ

VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT WEBINAR SERIES
2nd Tuesday of every month from 10:00 am – 11:00 am
Register at:
https://ksde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIldOuqpzsqGdawvZuzMUHN
DFkBXqe5cY9c

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT WEBINAR SERIES
3rd Friday of every month from 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
Register at: https://ksde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpf-
ysqzMuE9DyLPOE1vavtN-BJn87iapK

https://kanserve.org
https://ksde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrf-qsrzovGtXz8lr0emGLjj_DG_CT13yJ
https://ksde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIldOuqpzsqGdawvZuzMUHNDFkBXqe5cY9c
https://ksde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpf-ysqzMuE9DyLPOE1vavtN-BJn87iapK


AMERICORPS KANSAS MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Will Matherly is currently serving as an AmeriCorps member at
Harvesters and is completing his fourth term of service.

Over the last four years, Will has provided over 1,650 hours of service
while maintaining his status as a full-time student at Kansas State
University. Serving as an AmeriCorps member since the onset of the
pandemic has provided Will with a unique service experience. He has
served in the Volunteer Engagement Center, supported food drives,



volunteered at the Cat's Cupboard, and mobile distributions
throughout our region.

​Additionally, he has been the go-to at the Kansas Distribution Center
for multiple community events, including Downtown Topeka Touch a
Truck and the Miracle on Kansas Avenue parade. Thank you for your
service, Will.

GIVE BACK KANSAS CHALLENGE
 



The Give Back Kansas Challenge is an eight-week challenge that
engages Kansans in employer-supported volunteering, both during
and outside the workday. The Kansas Volunteer Commission and
Volunteer Kansas are excited to co-partner in this challenge because
much research shows the connection between employer-supported
volunteering and improved employee engagement, employee
wellness, organizational commitment, job satisfaction, and retention.
There is also research connecting employee engagement with
increased profitability and productivity.

There is no cost to participate, and the challenge is open to ANY
employer in Kansas (for-profit, non-profit, education system, and
government). Employers may participate as one organization or by
location if there are multiple sites (e.g., 123 Construction-Lawrence or
ABC Insurance-Salina). Employers register in advance to participate,
and volunteer hours are reported through an organization's point of
contact through an online report form. Non-profits participating in the
challenge are encouraged to invite the local businesses they connect
with to participate.

Based on the number of entries received and company size,
employers will be divided into three categories (large, medium, and
small). Winners will be selected by determining the average number of
volunteer hours per employee completed during the challenge period
(total volunteer hours ÷ total employees). The leaderboard will be
updated every Monday! Employers achieving the highest average in
each size category will be awarded a $1,000 donation to a charity of
their choice.

Register here by April 1, 2023.

For questions, please contact Jessica at jdorsey@ksde.org or
(785) 296-3163.

 
2023 MINI GRANT SERIES

 

https://kanserve.ksde.org/take-action/partner-with-us/give-back-kansas-challenge
http://jdorsey@ksde.org


 
STAFF AND COMMISSIONER SPOTLIGHT

 
In February, the Kansas
Leadership Center announced
that Kay Emerson won the Ron
Alexander scholarship for the
Teach Leadership Intensive
program.

https://kansasleadershipcenter.org/


Kay serves as the AmeriCorps
Kansas Coordinator for the
Kansas Volunteer Commission.

Kay wrote: “As a community
leader, additional training in the
KLC principles and competencies
will support my ability to facilitate
stakeholder conversations and
navigate initiatives to improve the
economic and social conditions
that prevent our communities
from making systematic changes.
We create long-term solutions if
we all have the skills and the
belief that we can lead.”

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Mission of Managers of Volunteer Engagement (M.O.V.E.) is to
build and engage a network of volunteer managers and cultivate a
volunteerism culture.

M.O.V.E. Topeka
Meets the Third Wednesday of Each Month

Wednesday, March 15, 2023
9:00 to 10:00 AM

To learn more, please visit www.moveks.org.
Or reach out via Facebook.

M.O.V.E. Kansas
Virtual

Meets the Fourth Thursday of Each Month
Thursday, March 23, 2023

9:00 to 10:00 AM
To learn more, please email

united.way.of.franklin.co@gmail.com

Volunteer Managers Meeting
United Way of Douglas County

Meets the 2nd Tuesday of Odd Numbered Months

http://www.moveks.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MOVEtopeka/
mailto:united.way.of.franklin.co@gmail.com


Tuesday, March 14, 2023
9:00 to 10:00 AM

To learn more, please email
kabelruch@uwkawvalley.org

Volunteer Managers Network
United Way of the Plains

2023 Dates T.B.D.
12:00 to 1:00 PM

To learn more, please email Abel Frederic
afrederic@unitedwayplains.org

NOTE: The above dates, times, and locations are subject to change. 
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